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1870 this day it never can be. This is the true conservative
Ae~6 standpoint. Whatever reforms have been already effected
are well enough; if they were effected long enough ago
they are even excellent. As to any reforms in the future,
though they might be desirable in themselves, they are
sure to bring with them greater evils than they can
remove; and then come those jeremiads, more or less
eloquent and touching, which we are so accustomed to
both in politics and morals, about the fearful consequences
to society of attempting to do anything that has not been
done already. It would be hardly possible to support
any opinion by flimsier reasons than these particular ones
of Mr. Lecky.

Are we to consider what the Church accomplished in
the Middle Ages as the extreme limit of the moral improve-
ment possible to mankind ? Are the violent appetites and
passions of half-tamed or not even half-tamed barbarians
a measure of the obstacles to be encountered in educating
the young of a cultivated and law-observing community ?
The Church strove with sincerity and earnestness in the
Middle Ages to suppress private war and the abuses of
military violence, with very little success; but what could
not be done then, has been found quite practicable since
and has been actually accomplished.

It is of more importance, however, to consider Mr.
Lecky's doctrine than his reasons. He considers prostitu-
tion as a safety-valve to prevent the propensity to which
it ministers from producing worse evils. Now, in the first
place, I believe that the propensity has hitherto been
fostered, instead of being, weakened, by the tendencies of
civilisation (which has been a civilisation left mainly to
the influence of men) and by the teaching of the Catholic
Church, which, in order to add to the glory of the " grace
of God/1 always has exaggerated and still does exaggerate
the force of the natural passions. I think it probable
j:hat this particular passion will become with men, as it
is already with a large number of women, completely
under the control of the reason. It has become so with
women, because its becoming so has been the condition how-ularory of the United Netherlands."]nd changement dans les relations sociales des sexes.thosecre, en peu deanding.
